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truly be a gentleman without it; that religion was so far from being a dull phlegmatic thing, and useless in conversation, as was the fashionable notion of the town, that really no man could be so bright, so perfectly easy, so cheerful, so sociable, and so always in humour for society, as a Christian; that religion was the beauty of conversation, and assisted to make it pleasant and agreeable ; that, without it, company was empty, discourse unprofitable, society unpleasant; and, in short, that conversation, without a mixture of something regarding religion, and a due connection with it, was like a dance without music, or a song without measure; like poetry without quantity, or speech without grammar. That it was a mistake to think Christianity received honour from the dignity of the persons who professed it; and his lordship said, he wondered to hear men express themselves so absurdly vain, as to say, such a man is an honour to religion; that the thing was true only in the reverse, and it should be said religion is an honour to such a person; that it was a contradiction in the very nature of the things, to say, such a man was noble, great, honourable, or a gentleman, without religion ; and it might with every jot as much sense be said so of a person who had neither birth, family, or manners.
Our gentleman came home charmed with this discourse, as indeed the whole company were besides ; especially considering the authority and dignity of the person who spoke it; his mind was Inspired with new thoughts by it, both of religion and of himself: he not only saw more of the excellency of religion in itself, but began to see clearly it was the ornament of a gentleman to be a Christian. It was with the greatest contempt that he now looked back upon the notion he had formerly espoused of a gentleman's being above troubling